Troop 312 Campout Report – Whitten Center

5/21-23/2010

On Friday May 21st, the scouts and leaders of BSA Troop 312 met at Saint Simon & Saint Jude at 5:30 pm.  Some met a little early to procure gear from the troop shed.  We also needed to ensure that the new scouts (grubbies) had assigned tent partners.  Gear and canoes were then loaded into and onto separate trailers.  After instructions from acting Senior Patrol Leader Damien Driggers and a prayer from Chaplain's Aid Jackson McGregor, we departed for the Whitten Center in Clinton, SC at approximately 6:10.

Our caravan of ten vehicles arrived at the Whitten Center promptly an hour later and we enjoyed the luxury of unpacking and setting up camp in the daylight.  The grubbies setup their tents next to the pavilion and next to a monument to Ryan F. Lawson Lake.  Despite the best efforts of their troop guides, none of the grubbies believed that Mr. Lawson was actually buried under the monument.  Mr. Cathcart and Mr. Lee setup their hammocks atop a nearby hill where they found a young deer asleep in the underbrush.  A few scouts enjoyed a little late afternoon fishing while a few others scouted out the nearby property.  Shortly after dark, the scouts (and some of the adults) enjoyed a cracker barrel of shared goodies and most retired to their tents by 11:00.  Reports of extracurricular nocturnal activities are still being investigated.

After listening to the drone of the interstate all night, most scouts were up and ready for breakfast by 7:00.  After breakfast and cleanup, we departed for the Whitten Center farm at approximately 8:45 and met the caretakers shortly after 9:00.  We were treated to a tour of the farm and the grounds and were surprised at the variety of animals there … horses, donkeys, sheep, goats, hogs, cats, a rabbit, and a rooster.  The scouts were able to earn service hours by helping the caretakers rake "scat" and move some unused fencing into the woods.  After the short hike back to camp, the patrols competed in a longer orienteering hike using a hand drawn map developed by Mr. Rennebaum.  The winning time of 1:16 was turned in by the team of Damien Driggers, Kyle Cannon, Josh Ranta, Austin Cathcart, Bryan Jehlan, and Rob Lee.

After lunch, the patrols divided up and went to various "stations" that they had visited along their orienteering hike.  The younger scouts split time between Archery (Mr. Jacques) and Log Splitting (Mr. Ranta).  Archery competition winners were Josh Brumagin (48/50), Jeremy Brinkman (43/50), and John David Hunter (35/50).  The new scouts also earned their Totin' Chips thanks to instructions from Troop Instructor Austin Cathcart.  The older scouts split their time between Log Splitting, Rock Climbing (Mr. McGregor) and Canoeing (Mr. Fletcher).  Masters of the Woodyard were Rob Lee (Axe Race) and Bryan "Smooth" Jehlan (Best Splitter).  Prior to dinner, the grubbies were also able to partake in some canoeing with adult supervision.

After dinner, the troop enjoyed a campfire program emceed by Rob Lee.  Thanks to all who enthusiastically participated.  After a very busy, and at times hot and muggy day, most scouts retired a little early … once again to the drone of the interstate.  At least it drowned out the sound of snoring coming from the adult side of the camp.

Most scouts slept in a little on Sunday morning but were up by 7:30.  After breakfast and cleanup, the campground was policed and gear was loaded into the trailers.  A Scouts Own church service was conducted by Chaplain's Aid Jackson McGregor and we then shared Thorns and Roses.  As usual, most of the thorns pertained to the bugs, the heat, and the hiking.  Congratulations to Jakob Lopiccolo who was named Scout of the Campout!

After a final headcount by acting SPL Damien Driggers, we departed the Whitten Center for McDonald's in Newberry where we ate lunch and assisted a woman from Illinois who had lost her keys.  Fortunately, she later found them in her purse.  We arrived back at SSSJ at approximately 12:45.

The following scouts and leaders are credited with 2 nights of camping:

Scouts

Caleb Barnes

Damien Driggers

Jakob Lipiccolo

John David Hunter 
Austin Cathcart

Andrew Fennell

Jacob Cathcart

Sam Faust


Alex Jaques

William Rawson
Dakota Avera


Kyle Cannon

Douglas Wu

Jackson Jordan

Josh Brumagin

Rob Lee

Jackson McGregor

Matthew Sheldon

Luke Layton

Jordan Crooks


Jeremy Brinkman

Chris Sawyer

Timmy Lee


Colin Fletcher

Stuart Sharpe

Leaders

Mr. McGregor

Mr. Layton


Mr. Jaques

Mr. Crooks

Mr. Fletcher


Mr. Ranta

Mr. Cathcart

Mr. Heron

The following scouts and leaders are credited with 1 night of camping:

Scouts

Mason Cannon
Richard Hunton

Leaders

Mr. Stan Lee

Robert Heron

Assistant Scoutmaster

Troop 312

