Campout Report – Table Rock State Park –September 9-11, 2005
Attending:

Matt Barnes

Mark Bebber, SPL

Chip Bowman

Warren Croom, acting Chaplain’s Aide
Richard Hunton

Timmy Lee

Matt Short

Ryan Smith

Daniel St. John

Aaron Wickersham

Sam Wolfe

Mr. Tony Bebber

Mr. Robert Croom

Mr. Sean Frady

Mr. Greg Lee
We met at 5:30 pm, picked up gear from the shed, checked for buddies, had some announcements, and had a prayer from Acting Chaplain’s Aide Warren Croom.  We were off by 6:10 pm.  We had a quick pit stop at a rest area before Greenville and proceeded on. We missed a turn and took an uplanned tour of a bit of downtown Greenville. We could see the road we wanted but it was now a controlled access road and we had to backtrack to get on it. After Greenville we had to pull over to clean up Mr. Lee’s car again – a scout with a weak stomach couldn’t hold it.  We finally arrived at Table Rock State Park about 9:30pm.  We grabbed our gear, formed up with scout leadership in front and rear, and proceeded on the short hike to our site.  The Senior Patrol Leader had the troop put up a tarp before pitching tents, and the adults did also.  We had a good cracker barrel and retired by midnight.  One scout insisted on talking till about 1:00 am, keeping most awake.
We slept a little late due to our late night and cool weather (in the 50s!).  By 8:00 am, most were up and breakfast was underway.  The adults were treated by Mr. Croom to egg, sausage, and hash brown casserole in a dutch oven, with coffee and OJ. The scouts had egg and sausage breakfast burritos, orchestrated by Matt Short, serving as patrol cook.  After cleaning up and preparing for our hiking lunch, we hiked to the cars so we could approach the trailhead. 
We hiked the Table Rock Trail taking it as slow as necessary for all concerned. Aaron was determined to go far enough to pass 5 mile hike with a compass requirement. He worked with the map and compass and reached his goal.  The other scouts all made the trip to the top of Table Rock where they had lunch.  On the way back we saw a garter snake across the trail.  While waiting for the others, we got to talk to Scott Steneca, Park Naturalist, and visit the nature center, and Mr. Croom took time out for a nap.  It was a great day to be outside in the shade.  There were evidently some delays in getting the troop down the mountain.  Mr. Lee suggested that anyone he beat down the mountain would have to clean up the adult dishes.  All arrived ahead of him and we proceeded to the camp store for snacks and souvenirs.   
We returned to the campsite for some free time. Aaron requested a scoutmaster conference for Tenderfoot, which he did with Mr. Bebber.  Meals were prepared and some scouts retrieved firewood. Mr. Croom treated the adults to meatloaf prepared in the dutch oven, with mashed potatoes, peas, and tea, followed by cherry crisp.  Matt Short led the scouts in preparation of tacos.  All were well fed.  After clean-up, Aaron received a Board of Review and passed Tenderfoot.  A fire was started with rousing discussions. The scouts decided they were too tired to play capture the flag or do skits so most retired around 9:30pm.  The adults chatted until about 11:00 and turned in.
Sunday morning, we were up by 7:30 and began a quick breakfast.  Tents, tarps, and other gear were packed and hauled to the vehicles.  All were reminded to reimburse their patrol cook because he had to pay for food in advance.  A line was formed to search the site for litter. It took three passes to satisfy the inspectors.  We donned our Class A shirts and held the Scout’s Own Service near the lake with a view of the mountain.  Warren had a great service with a poem from a friend in Iraq. Matt Short was named Camper of the Campout.  Mr. Bebber reminded all of the anniversary of 9/11/01 and the people in Louisiana, Mississippi, and Alabama still experiencing the results of Hurricane Katrina.  Group pictures were taken and we left the park.  We stopped in Simpsonville for lunch and returned to the church by 1:30pm.  It was a good trip with great weather.
All should get 7 miles hiking, climbed 2000 ft. (Camping Merit Badge) except Aaron, Mr. Bebber, & Mr. Croom who did 5 miles hiking.  Matt Short was Camper of the Campout and passed “patrol cook.”  Aaron completed several requirements and passed Tenderfoot.  Good job everyone!!
God Bless!

Tony Bebber, ASM

