Troop 312 Campout Report – 2/19-21/2010

Table Rock State Park

We met at 5:30 pm at St. Simon/St. Jude Episcopal as usual.  Mr. Lee arrived with the Troop’s new trailer.  All appreciated the good weather and anticipated a great weekend.  We loaded vehicles and the trailer while awaiting a few scouts.  After phone calls, we discovered that two were unexpectedly not coming (please inform us in advance of changing plans so we can adjust seating arrangements and leave in a timely manner).  Soon we circled for announcements by SPL Ryan Smith and others and a prayer by Chaplain’s Aide Jackson McGregor.  We were off in a timely manner and had previously decided to skip the off-interstate detour (I-385 is closed) and use the I-26 to SC Highway 11 (Foothills Scenic Highway) alternative – according to “Google” it was faster and certainly had fewer turns.

The trip was uneventful until we had to make a turn near Cleveland.  The front 3 cars turned left when we should have turned right (Hwy 11 wasn’t marked well).  Two of us pulled over, made a phone call, and waited. While we waited at an old closed gas station, several decided to stretch legs but some neighboring dogs didn’t like that idea and ran barking toward us. So we moved on down the road to an open gas station where snacks and a restroom were also available.  We found out the other group did the same when they turned around.  Soon we were joined up and on the road again.  We drove past the turn offs to Camp Old Indian and Jones Gap State Park and after a while arrived at Table Rock about 8:40 pm. 

We didn’t have to open the gate as anticipated, and in fact, we were initially concerned we wouldn’t have a parking space.  There were quite a few cars near the primitive area parking lot.  Thankfully the large group with many cars found their way to the proper campsite down by the creek and we didn’t have to nudge them out of our usual (and pre-paid) campsite.  We found out later they were a group of very pleasant college students.  With much noise and hoopla, our Scouts mounted their packs and collected arm loads of other gear for the short hike to the campsite.  The trail had been raked by park staff recently so it was easy to follow and the tent pads had also been raked.  We reminded all to pitch tents on a pad and since there were several in hammock style tents, we had plenty of pads.  A few went back for additional items from the vehicles and others filled water jugs at the halfway point while a fire was made.  Once the camp was ready, Ryan explained how to have a “controlled” Cracker Barrel with everyone getting a little bit of each item rather than hoarding the best items.  It worked very well.  There was smoked Gouda, Slim Jims, a variety of chips, crackers, and cookies, and even oatmeal cakes.  All were full and the remaining goods were saved in a dry cooler for Saturday afternoon snacks.  It was cold and after enjoying the campfire a while, all turned in around 11:15 pm.  

Saturday morning was cold but geese were honking and Scouts were talking, so it was time to get up with most rolling out by 7:30 am.  Soon the fire was re-ignited and with a little prodding, breakfasts were underway.  The adults were treated to French toast with syrup and strawberries, bacon, and sausage, and orange juice, provided by Mr. Fletcher and Mr. Cathcart.  Coffee was provided by Mr. Lee.  As the sun and fire warmed us, we tidied the campsite and prepared for our hike.  Mr. Bebber checked in at the office to get our parking passes and we were off to the trailhead.

Some scouts/adults chose to attempt the long trip to the top of Table Rock mountain (7.5 miles, 2000+ ft) and “the more leisurely” hikers chose to hike half way (4 miles, 1000+ ft).  We had a date with a ranger for a service project at 2:30 so all needed to be timely.  Mr. Croom chose to remain in the parking lot to “protect the food” (and prepare for a church class he is teaching).  After a nice prayer by Jackson and filling out our trail permits, we were off.  The trail is very scenic in winter, following the waterfall and creek for a way, then climbing up past a variety of boulders amongst the hardwoods, and providing some great overlooks back toward the two lakes on the park.  Mr. Bebber reminded the group that most of the trail was built by the Civilian Conservation Corps during the 1930’s Depression with only a few reroutes and repairs through the years.  The same was true of the Overlook Shelter where the “leisurely” group paused for photos and rest before turning around to head down.  After depositing our permit slips to confirm we made it back, we relaxed for a while at the trailhead deck and some consumed a soft drink or snack.  When we ventured to the parking area, adult lunch was prepared by Mr. Law with the assistance of others (thanks to Mr. Jaques for sending along his share after his plans changed and he could not attend).  Rollup and wheat sandwich makings were provided including ham, turkey, cheese, lettuce, tomato, onion, mustard, and mayonnaise, along with apples, chips, and apple juice. Since we were waiting on the others to come down the mountain, Scouts that did not bring lunch as previously suggested had to wait a while for their lunch.  While waiting we chatted briefly with Ranger Calvin about plans for the Service Project.  We would be picking litter on both sides of the lake.  Calvin is an Eagle Scout and served in the Peace Corps in Africa prior to working for the State Park Service.

When the “top of the mountain” group returned, we loaded cars for the campsite and returned knowing we only had about an hour to be back for the Service Project.  Other lunches were consumed and some advancement work began before we went back to pick up litter along the lake.  We broke into two groups with latex gloves, several trash bags, and only 4 “nose pickers”.  There was surprisingly little to be picked up but there were a number of cans, bottles, fishing gear, and even some diapers.  When stopped by a dam on one side and a trail dead end on the other, the groups returned and delivered the trash and equipment to the ranger.  

We went back to camp and some relaxed while others worked on camp gadgets and first aid for First Class advancements.  Thanks to Matthew Heron, Mr. Bebber, and Mr. Cathcart for assisting in this.  Firewood was gathered and soon evening meals were underway.  The adults were treated to Mr.Croom’s noodles and special meaty tomato/mushroom sauce with grated cheese, along with salad, dressing, and brownies provided by Mr. Bebber.  Some Scouts had “cold pizza” that thankfully had been saved properly in a cooler, but no effort was made to warm it up.  Soon all was cleaned up and everyone gathered around the fire.  Puns, jokes, and stories were shared and Mr. Lee added the “stump” to the fire which amazed us all as it burned the center out of the log with a kind of “volcano” flame affect coming out of the top.  At one point the group erupted in laughter after one Scout said “I get it” about 15 seconds after everyone else laughed at a joke.  Many noticed the beautiful stars and half moon.  The circle kept getting smaller as tired Scouts and adults retired to cold tents but warm sleeping bags.  Colin and Carter were eventually awakened from their chairs and encouraged to go to bed and Carter “sleepwalked” toward his tent, but made it successfully.

Ryan’s cell phone had died so he was worried about awakening on time.  But a gaggle of geese arrived overhead at the appointed time and woke everyone up at about 7:15 am.  It was another cold morning but all were out and about in a timely manner.  The fire was rekindled and quick breakfasts were consumed.  Mr. Lee provided coffee and a variety of grits, oatmeal, canned fruit, breakfast bars, and juices.  It was decided to hold the Scouts Own Service early and allow the frost to melt off the tents and let them dry a while.  So all proceeded to the pier on Lake Oolenoy.  

Jackson began the Scouts on Service by asking Mr. Bebber to read a prayer and then asked all to express something they are thankful for.  The rest of the service included two songs, a bible story with interpretation, and another prayer.  The group told their “thorns and roses” and the Scout leadership named Matthew Heron “Scout of the Campout.”  Some ducks landed nearby and geese honked in appreciation of a job well done by Jackson and congrats to Matthew.  After some photos of the group with the mountain in the background, we walked back to camp to complete packing.  Scouts completed the fire dousing and policed the area for litter.  Some additional litter was picked up in the parking area while waiting for the last group from camp.  Jackson offered another prayer and we were ready to depart about 11:15 am.  

We stopped near Spartanburg for McDonalds and Burger King and arrived at the church about 2:40 pm.  It was a great sunny weekend with good fellowship and good activities.  Ryan served well and was ably assisted by Damien and Carter during the campout.  Those that passed requirements should remember to update books with Mr. Law.  The following were present:

Ryan Smith, 2 nights, 5 miles hiking, 1 hour service

Matt Short, 2 nights, 5 miles hiking, 1 hour service

Austin Cathcart, 2 nights, 5 miles hiking, 1 hour service, passed some requirements

Jacob Cathcart, 2 nights, 5 miles hiking, 1 hour service, passed some requirements

Sam Faust, 2 nights, 9 miles hiking, 1 hour service

Damien Driggers, 2 nights, 9 miles hiking, 1 hour service

Colin Fletcher, 2 nights, 5 miles hiking, 1 hour service

Alex Wyatt, 2 nights, 5 miles hiking, 1 hour service, passed some requirements

Jackson McGregor, 2 nights, 9 miles hiking, 1 hour service

Edward Izett, 2 nights, 9 miles hiking, 1 hour service

Carter Edenfield, 2 nights, 5 miles hiking, 1 hour service

Matthew Heron, 2 nights, 9 miles hiking, 1 hour service

Ryan Short, 2 nights, 9 miles hiking, 1 hour service

