Campout Report – Carolina Sandhills National Wildlife Refuge
Dec. 13-15, 2013
 

As we met at the church on Friday the 13th, things were looking “iffy” for the weekend.  It was getting colder by the minute with expectations in the 30’s.  Saturday was scheduled for rain – all day.  About 5 scouts dropped out between Tuesday and Friday – illness or “other” – a perpetual problem where poor weather is concerned.  Acting SPL Josh Ranta organized everything (including getting wheels on the trailer) and made a few reminder announcements.  We were off on the road by 6:10, traffic wasn’t as bad as it may have been, and we were at the refuge about 8pm. 
 

Tents and hammocks were up fairly quickly with most of the scouts located in the field and most of the adults in the woods.  The campsite at the refuge is nice – a large field surrounded on 3 sides by longleaf pine woods and a pretty lake on the other side.  A huge picnic shelter dominates the upper end of the field near the entrance road, and there is a flagpole, fire ring, and water spigot as well. A restroom is located about 400 yards away (a good stretch of the legs) at the hunt check-in station.
 

It was cloudy so the nearly full moon didn’t show too well, but I think I saw a Frisbee game underway anyway.  Before long “cracker barrel” was called and an entire picnic table was filled with a variety of cookies, chips, brownies, and beef stick pieces.  After everyone was thoroughly “sugared up,” most sat around chatting a while but soon we were off to bed.
 

By 7am on Saturday, most were getting up as we had a schedule to meet for our workday for the refuge.  Adults were treated to sausage and egg burritos, juice, coffee, blueberry muffins, and some other condiments by Mr. Corley with some chef assistance by Mr. Todd.  Scout patrols prepared a variety of items as usual – but at least most had something besides pop tarts.  
 

About 8:40, We caravanned about 6 miles across the refuge to the office/visitor center and met Ms. Lyne Askins, Manager, and Mr. Don Cookman, Deputy Manager, of the refuge.  They thanked us for coming and noted that there were plenty of potential Eagle Scout projects on the refuge if anyone wants to undertake one.  Don provided maps of where we were to do a roadside cleanup along a 5 mile stretch of backroad and then had us follow him over there.  We passed out the troop’s orange vests and Don had a few to loan too.  Since we had 5 carloads, we split the road up into 5 segments and started to work.  We soon found that it was hard to fill a bag full due to the high volume of beer and other bottles along the way, not to mention losing lottery tickets.  The bottles were very heavy even though empty.  Most everyone collected two or more bags full.  Near noon, rain was approaching and Don suggested we head in to weigh the litter.  His truck was overloaded and Mr. Todd carried some of the bounty on his truck as well.  At the hunt check-in station as it began to rain, we unloaded bag after bag and weighed them on the scales usually used for deer weigh-ins.  The total was 1,065 lbs – ½ ton!  Good job scouts!!
 

Back at the shelter, all were reminded to wash hands thoroughly.  Lunch was soon underway.  Mr. Heron served the adults a variety of sandwich fixings including ham, turkey, cheese, two kinds of bread, mustard, mayo, and lettuce, along with chips, oranges, cookies, and lemonade.  
 

After clean-up most settled in for a rainy afternoon.  A few played “Kings in the Corner” card game, and some even played Frisbee when the rain slacked off.  Others napped, talked, or played some other games.  Liam arrived and Mr. Rush “flew in” from Charlotte to join us for the rest of the weekend.  We wondered if some of the scouts wanted to work on advancements but didn’t get any requests.  Hopefully, a few served as “patrol cooks” to complete that requirement.  Remember to get it checked off.
 

By 5pm most dinners were getting underway as it was still cool and rainy and quickly getting dark.  For the adults, Mr. Greg Lee provided a wonderful venison/wild pork chili and Mr. Bebber added grated cheese, crackers, sweet tea, and brownies.  It appeared that scouts were learning to cook hamburgers and some kind of noodles.  They smelled ok and thankfully it was pretty dark.  
 

After sitting around a while, we realized the rain had finally ceased and Josh decided we could have a campfire. Thankfully a few had scavenged some wood before the rain began and left it under shelter.  About 9 pm, the fire was nice enough to move our chairs around and a few scouts even came from their tents to join us.  By 10:30, a heavy mist approached and we all decided to retire.  During the night we noted a few brief rains and some heard a deer being chased by a coyote.
 

Sunday morning it was still wet but at least not raining or very cold.  Packing up began as well as quick breakfasts.  Mr. Stan Lee provided the adults a number of “sugar pills” as our former scoutmaster used to call honey buns, cup cakes, etc.  There was also oatmeal, grits, fruit, juice, and coffee.  None went away hungry.
 

Soon all were packed up, even though much was still wet. The shelter was cleaned and swept and gone over again to make sure it was better than when we found it.  We reminded all to hang up and dry all tents, tarps, and sleeping bags and clean up all cooking gear before returning it to the Quartermasters.
 

For our Scouts Own Service, we packed up the vehicles and went a mile or so down a refuge road to an overlook platform near a lake and beaver pond.  Chase Murray led the service with assistance by Matthew Vinson.  This included a bible reading, singing “Amazing Grace”, and a fine prayer.  All provided their “thorns and roses” with the thorns dominated by rain issues and a wide variety of roses – fellowship, food, getting to know new scouts, learning about litter, and seeing a new wild place.  Overall, it was considered a good campout, regardless of the weather.
 

We loaded up and arrived at the church about noon.  A few items were once again left in the trailer and we hope they will be retrieved at the next meeting.  The following should get 2 nights camping, 3.5 hours service except as noted:
 

Josh Ranta
Rob Lee
Dakota Avera
Michael Cargill
Sam Corley
Daniel Cosola
James Dooley
Jake Harrison
Andrew Jameson
Michael Jameson
Daniel Lyon
Guytano Mancini
Liam Minogue (1 night, missed service)
Chase Murray
David Rush
Andrew Talkish
Jacob Todd
Matthew Vinson
Jahlen Williams
Oshamar Williams
 
Adults
Tony Bebber
Chris Corley
Robert Heron
Greg Lee
Stan Lee
Bruce Todd
Joel Rush (1 night)
 

It was a memorable campout!
Yours in scouting, 
Tony Bebber
 

