Campout Report

Mid-Carolina Gun Club
March 19-21, 2010
Following is the summary for the Troop 312 Gun Club Camp out on March 19-21, 2010.  Many thanks to the leaders that helped plan, provided transportation, managed ranges, assisted in cooking and clean-up, and maintained safety.  Also, thanks to the couple of Scouts that helped Mrs. Hunton in the kitchen and entertained Lucy!!  Couldn't have done it without the help of everyone.

 

On Friday, March 19th, members of Troop 312 met at SSSJ at 5:30 to load the trailer and get vehicles ready to leave for the Mid-Carolina Gun Club in Calhoun County by 6:00.  After a prayer and instructions, the parade left for a fun weekend of shooting sports.  The Scouts were welcomed to the club by Mr. Robert Clarkson, club president, and his dog, Bob.  Shortly thereafter, the setting up and hanging of tents began in the designated areas.  Games of frisbee and football began in the skeet fields, cracker barrel items were shared, and the make-shift movie theater had its premier showing courtesy of Mr. Greg Lee's PC, projector, and screen.

 

As announced, lights out was observed at 11:00pm.  Much to the dismay of those that didn't instantly fall asleep, the neighboring dogs erupted into a chorus of barking and howling only to be joined by a coyote.  Those that remained awake long enough also heard the braying donkey and resident "Scout Bears" growling loudly.

 

On Saturday, March 20th, SPL Ryan Smith rousted the troop to a beautiful sunrise.  As a delicious breakfast of pancakes, sausages, and egg/hashbrown casserole was prepared with the help of several leaders, the boys held a flag raising ceremony.  After breakfast and clean-up, the scouts were divided into 3 groups, given final safety instructions, and sent to one of 3 ranges (.22 rifle, shotgun, and archery).

 

During the morning and early afternoon, the scouts rotated through the rifle, shotgun and archery ranges.  Those with a little free time between ranges enjoyed card games and MadGab under the pavilion or watched others shoot.  Thanks to the careful attention to safety, no injuries or mishaps occurred.  Lunch was enjoyed in shifts to allow everyone to complete all three ranges.  There was plenty of barbecue, slaw, baked beans, carrots, and Doritos for all to enjoy.  The banana split ice cream cake also helped everyone cool off from the warm, sunny weather.

 

After lunch, the scouts participated in a service project to show their appreciation to the gun club.  Mr. Clarkson requested that the scouts fill sand bags to aid in securing some of the berms at the gun club.  For over an hour, the guys (and 2 girls) worked in small groups to fill, tie and stack over 100 bags.  Several of the scouts and leaders also policed the shotgun range to leave it clean.  Thanks to all for working so hard!!

 

After a dinner of chicken Alfredo, green beans, salad, and bread sticks, preparations for night shooting and more movie viewing were made.  The adults and a few scouts enjoyed a round or two of trap under the lights.  Others enjoyed the movie, played games or chose to watch the shooting.  Ryan found a really large Luna moth attracted to his sweatshirt.  Mrs. Hunton served chocolate delight for a late night snack.  Everyone enjoyed a better night of sleep with fewer noises and a little warmer temperatures.

 

On Sunday morning, March 21st, campers arose early and packed up before breakfast to avoid the impending rain.  After a warm breakfast of ham/egg biscuits and danishes, the clean-up began.  All common areas were thoroughly cleaned - including mopping the bathrooms and kitchen.  Lots of new skills were learned!!  The "Scouts own Service" was led by acting chaplain's aide, Jackson McGregor, and ended with all the scouts singing "Sanctuary" a capella.  (Sounded really great, guys!!)  After everyone shared their thorns and roses, an awards ceremony was conducted by Mr. Hunton, with the help of all the adults.  Congratulations to all that participated and learned more about shooting sports this weekend.  Thanks so much for helping to make it a terrific weekend.  It was a pleasure getting to know some of the newer faces in the crowd.

 

Including scores from all 3 ranges the top shooters were:

1.  Richard Hunton, III

2.  Katherine Hunton

3.  Stuart Sharpe

4.  Alex Wyatt

5.  Austin Cathcart

 

All of the Scouts (and girl guests) made the required score, and were awarded the NSSF Rifle patch.  Congratulations!!!

 

Thanks again for everyone's help in making this another safe and memorable weekend at the gun club.

 

The following get credit for 2 nights camping and those with an asterisk received the shotgun patch in addition to the rifle patch:

 

Scouts:
Ryan Smith, SPL*

Josh Brumagin

Kyle Cannon

Austin Cathcart*

Stefen Cosola*

Damien Driggers

Carter Edenfield*

Sam Faust*

Andrew Fennell*

Colin Fletcher*

Richard Hunton, III*

Edward Izett*

Alex Jaques

Bryan Jehlen*

Rob Lee *

Timmy Lee*

Jackson McGregor

Bryce McKinnon

Collin McKinnon*

Chase Murray

Wil Pence

Justin Pettigrew*

Josh Ranta

Stuart Sharpe*

Freddy Travis*

Alex Wyatt*

Katherine Hunton

Mary Helen Hunton

Lucy, the Border Collie
 

Leaders:
Mr. Greg Lee, Scoutmaster
Mr. Hunton

Mrs. Hunton

Mr. Cathcart

Mr. Edenfield

Mr. Fletcher

Mr. Jaques

Mr. Stan Lee

Mr. McGregor

Mr Wyatt

 

 

These folks get credit for one night camping:

 

Scouts:
Daniel Layton*

Luke Layton

Will Layton*

Logan Shelton*

 

Leaders: 

Mr. Layton

Mr. Ranta

Mr. Rennebaum

Mr. Shelton

 

Hope to see all of ya'll at the Mid Carolina Gun Club again next year!

 

Richard and Cindy Hunton

