Troop 312 Campout Report – Harbison Forest

6/11-12/2010

Seven new scouts, three senior scouts, and three adult leaders of Troop 312 met at 5:30 pm in the parking lot of Harbison State Forest.  Most of the scouts were there early … either eager to get started or eager to get the hike over with.  After brief instructions from Senior Patrol Leader Ryan Smith, the group embarked at approximately 5:50 on the 3 mile hike towards the back of Harbison State Forest and Camp Coyote.  The afternoon temperature was hovering around 93 degrees with a heat index around 96.

Senior Scouts Mason Cannon and Daniel Layton led the way while SPL Ryan Smith and Mr. Heron brought up the rear.  Mr. Croom and Mr. Barnes were kind enough to shuttle the cars and the cooking gear into camp via automobile.

The group was able to put ¾ of a mile behind them before stopping for the first rest break.  Not bad considering the temperatures and the size of some of the backpacks.  Not to mention the three-man tent that became increasingly difficult to carry as the journey continued.

After a few more stops for rest and water, the group arrived at camp in an impressive time of only one and a half hours.  It was reported that it took last year’s group 3 hours to make it in?  The quick journey gave us plenty of time to setup camp and prepare meals before we lost daylight.  For the purpose of this one campout, we divided the Sharks into two patrols.  One patrol enjoyed hot dogs while the other prepared ramen noodles with chicken and sausage.  The adults and senior scouts enjoyed red beans and rice with sausage compliments of Mr. Barnes.  We did experience a minor troop stove malfunction during dinner.  The stove has since been taken out of service.

After we cleaned up from dinner and once it became dark, Mason took the opportunity to demonstrate different types of fire building techniques.  Once the campfire was started, we spent the remainder of the evening telling stories and enjoyed a few jokes from Caleb Barnes.  Mason had to leave early for a beach trip on Saturday but we thank him for joining us and helping to lead the way in.  Lights out came at 10:30 but things didn’t really quiet down until closer to 11:00.  We were lucky in that the temperatures dipped into the 60’s Friday night which made for comfortable sleeping.

Most of the scouts were up by 7:30 and preparations for breakfast soon began.  One patrol prepared oatmeal and grits while the other was a little more adventurous and feasted on pancakes and sausage.  The adults enjoyed cheese eggs and sausage links compliments of Mr. Croom.  Once breakfast cleanup was complete we spent the remainder of the morning on instruction.  We spent a little while discussing and demonstrating different types of camp stoves, practiced raising and lowering camp flags, and discussed first aid and the contents of personal first aid kits.

We then packed up our gear and prepared lunch.  If I remember correctly, everyone had sandwiches.  We loaded the cooking gear and tents into the cars and circled up for Thorns and Roses before our hike back to the parking area.  As we finished T&R, we were joined by two young ladies who had become lost on the trails.  Douglas Wu quickly offered his trail map and the wayward hikers were on their way back to the parking area.  Congratulations to Dakota Avera who was named Scout of the campout.

We departed camp at approximately 1:20.  One again Daniel led the way while Ryan and I brought up the rear.  Despite Saturday afternoon temperatures around 97º, a heat index over 100º, and a noticeably more uphill climb, we only stopped twice on the way back to the parking lot and again made the trek in an hour and a half.  We enjoyed some well deserved refreshments, gear was quickly loaded into cars, and all headed home for a nice long shower and little rest and relaxation.

The following individuals are credited with one night of camping and six miles of hiking:

Dakota Avera

Caleb Barnes

Jeremy Brinkman

Jordan Crooks

Jackson Jordan
Jakob Lopiccolo

Douglas Wu

Daniel Layton

Ryan Smith

Robert Heron

Bryan Barnes

Robert Croom

The following individual is credited with three miles of hiking:

Mason Cannon

