Mid-Carolina Gun Club Campout Report
March 17 – 19, 2017

Scouts, Scouters, and Parents, 
 
This past weekend, on March 17 – 19, 2017, we held the 10th Annual BSA Troop 312 - Gun Club Campout at the Mid-Carolina Gun Club (MCGC).  Yes, it turned out to actually be our 10th Gun Club/Shooting Sports Campout.  After searching all of our files and calendars, we found that we started coming to MCGC in May 2006 with a day trip by the Troop, then started the actual campouts in 2007 (if you were around, you'll remember the Polar Bear award the Scouts received for that weekend).  Also, for another fun fact, and if you're doing the math, we didn't make the trip in 2008 due to several scheduling issues - so when you add it all up, this was the 10th anniversary of the MCGC Gun Club Campout.  Okay, enough of the trivia, and congrats to T312 for safely completing 10 years of this campout.
 
So, for this past weekend, weather (with the exception of a few showers on Saturday) and attendance were great, and a total of 29 Scouts, 2 Saturday Scout Visitors, and 21 Adults/Parents/Leaders attended.  Following is the write-up (group photo attached - additional photos will be posted to our website soon).
 
On Friday evening, March 17th, Mr. Bebber led the Troop down from St. Simon St. Jude Episcopal Church to MCGC and everyone arrived around 7PM.  After tents and hammocks were set up, the Scouts played a few field games while the adults hung out at the pavilion.  Around sunset, Cracker Barrel was organized, and most of the snacks disappeared in short order.  Several batches of taquitos and tater tots were served hot from the kitchen.  After Cracker Barrel, most of the Scouts stayed at the pavilion and watched a movie provided by Mr. Norris, et al.  By the time the movie was over, it was almost time for lights out, so Cracker Barrel was packed up, and the Scouts and adults headed to their tents and hammocks.  Lights Out was at 11PM. 
 
On Saturday morning, March 18th, an 8AM breakfast was prepared by Mrs. Hunton and a helpful group of Assistant Scoutmasters and parents.  The boys and adults enjoyed scrambled eggs, sausage, and pancakes (cooked on several large electric griddles this year), strawberries, and whipped topping.  After breakfast cleanup and a quick safety refresher by Mr. Hunton, Acting SPL Reese Petruzzi divided the Scouts up into 3 groups and dispatched them to the archery, rifle, and shotgun ranges.  We started shooting around 9AM.  Mr. Clamp and crew ran the Archery Range, Richard Hunton III and crew ran the Rifle Range, and Mr. Bebber et al ran the Shotgun (Trap) Range.  Around mid-morning, we paused the trap shooting due to some rain showers, but all of the rifle and archery shooting was done by Noon.  For lunch, we all enjoyed BBQ sandwiches (mustard and ketchup based), baked beans, 2 different cole slaws, vegetable tray, chips, and cookies.  Also, the MCGC was hosting a Trap Shoot on fields 7 and 8, so Rodney Raines and all of the professional trap shooters joined us for lunch in the pavilion.  After lunch, the Scouts continued Trap shooting until all of them had finished up.  Due to the rain delay earlier, and plans for supper at 5PM, we made the decision to cancel the service project.  For supper, we all enjoyed large portions of chicken alfredo, green beans, garlic bread, and salad.  After supper cleanup, several of the Scouts elected to shoot additional rounds of Trap.  Banana Pudding, Éclair Cake, and Black Forest Cake were then served by the kitchen staff.  After sunset, additional rounds of trap were shot under lights, and we all enjoyed the usual peanut gallery comments regarding "dust", sprinkled with plenty of complimentary (or not) remarks about various shots being made (or not).  We finished with the final "lightning" round at about 9:35PM, then cleaned up and reloaded the trap machine.  Another movie was shown in the pavilion, and after a long day of shooting, Lights Out was easily accomplished by 11PM.
 
On Sunday morning, March 19th, the 8AM breakfast included cheesy scrambled eggs, hash browns, bacon/grits, sausage, pancakes, and Mr. Stan Lee's very delicious pastries.  After breakfast, the Scouts proceeded to clean and pack up our gear - tents and hammocks were taken down and stowed, the grounds were walked to collect trash, the pavilion was blown clean, and the bathroom and kitchen were both blown/swept and mopped.  We had planned to conduct a Flag Retirement ceremony, but it was a little too windy to safely do that.  We then had the Scout’s Own Service - we all sang America the Beautiful, then a service was given by Gage Kukucka.  After "Thorns and Roses", we all enjoyed a lost and found singing session.  We then awarded prizes to all of those who placed in archery, rifle, and shotgun, the overall winners, new shooter awards, etc.  Lots of caps, pins, pens, wrist bands, water bottles, stickers, key chains, and t-shirts (all donated by our sponsors) were awarded to the various Scout winners.  There were goody bags for all of the Scouts, and thanks to the generosity of our sponsors, no one left without a cap and a goody bag.  Final cleanup was conducted, a group photo was taken (photos will be provided to Mr. McGregor for posting on website), and we departed for SSSJ a few minutes ahead of schedule.
 
Many thanks to the corporate sponsors listed below who provided nice prizes for our top shooters - these folks provided enough material so that every Scout received at least a cap and a zip lock bag of stickers, key chains, gun oil, a fishing lure, and other cool shooting related items.  Incidentally, we had 8 new Scouts and 3 new dads who attended and participated in the shooting events this year.  As a result of the rifle, shotgun, and archery shooting competitions, all of the Scouts were awarded something nice from one or more of these sponsors to remember the campout by, and our Scouts will hopefully be interested in continuing their participation in the shooting sports in the future. 
So here's a big "THANK YOU" from BSA Troop 312 to all of the sponsors listed below for your generous support of this year's Troop 312 Gun Club/Shooting Sports Campout, and for your ongoing support of shooting sports around the globe (along with support of LE/MIL efforts by several sponsors).  The companies who helped us this year were: 
 
Brownells - (Supplier of Firearm Accessories, Gun Parts, and Gunsmithing Supplies) - http://www.brownells.com
 
ELEY (Manufacturer of Smallbore Ammunition for Precision Shooting, Olympic Competition, NCAA Competition, etc.) - http://www.eley.co.uk/en/; http://www.eleyammunition.com 
 
GA Precision (Professional Quality Rifles and Equipment) - http://www.gaprecision.net/
 
Hornady (Manufacturer of Match and Hunting Bullets, Ammunition, Reloading Supplies, Muzzleloading Supplies, and Security Products) - http://www.hornady.com/
 
Hoyt Archery (Manufacturer of Compound and Recurve Bows and Accessories) -  http://www.hoyt.com/
 
LWRCI (Manufacturer of High Performance Firearms) - http://www.lwrci.com
 
Mathews Archery (Manufacturer of Hunting and Competition Bows and Archery Accessories) - http://mathewsinc.com/
 
Nightforce Optics (Manufacturer of LE/MIL and Competition/Sporting Riflescopes) -  http://nightforceoptics.com/
 
Rite in the Rain (Manufacturer of All Weather Writing Paper) - http://www.riteintherain.com
 
Ruger (Manufacturer of Commercial Sporting Firearms) - http://www.ruger.com
 
Sierra Bullets (Manufacturer of Match and Hunting Bullets, Reloading Supplies, and Ballistic Software) - http://www.sierrabullets.com/
 
Following are the winners in the campout shooting categories: 
 
High Overall (Combination of Rifle, Shotgun, and Archery Scores) - 175 possible points
1st - Guytano Mancene - 113 pts.
2nd - Johnathan Rush - 100 pts.
3rd - Aden Johnson - 98 pts.
 
Rifle - overall - 100 possible points
1st - Johnathan Rush - 80
2nd - Guytano Mancene - 75
3rd - Christian Norris - 73
 
Shotgun - overall - 25 possible points
1st - Jacob Todd - 21
2nd - David Rush - 16
3rd - Tie: Gavin Franklin & Johnathan Rush - 15
 
Archery - overall - 50 possible points
1st - Aden Johnson - 26
2nd - Guytano Mancene - 25
3rd - Tie: Brandon Crandall & Reese Petruzzi - 13
 
Congratulations to all of the winners, and thanks to all of the participants for following the safety guidelines during this event - everyone did a great job, and I look forward to seeing all of you again next year.
 
Thanks to all of the adult leaders who helped on the ranges - we couldn't have done this without you - your participation was vital to the safe and efficient operations of this weekend's campout!  Special thanks to T312 Eagle Scouts who've "graduated" from the Troop, but came back to help out this weekend -  Richard Hunton III (Go Dogs!), Rob Lee (Go Cocks!), and Logan Shelton (Go Tigers!). Thanks also to all of the leaders who helped out in the kitchen - this really helped spread the workload and helped get our meals out quickly.
 
Additional thanks to Mrs. Hunton for preparing our meals and snacks, Mr. Stan Lee who provided us some great pastries for Sunday morning, those who brought griddles for cooking breakfast, and Mr. Heron who brought his blower for Sunday cleanup.  Also, a big thanks to SM Mike Shelton and the Weekend Acting SPL Reese Petruzzi, for helping to keep things running smoothly all weekend long.  Finally, thanks to MCGC President Ken Ahlin, Former President Robert Clarkson, MCGC members who helped in one way or another with this weekend’s event (Tony Bebber, Richard Hunton Jr., Richard Hunton III, Rodney Raines, and Bruce Todd), and all of the good folks at the Mid-Carolina Gun Club (MCGC) for allowing us to use the excellent facilities at the club for yet another year of camping and shooting sports competition - we appreciate all of you and the club's efforts to support youth shooting sports events year-round. 
 
Below are lists of the Scouts and adults who participated this weekend:
 
Scouts (Credit for 2 nights camping unless noted otherwise)
Bettles, Arthur
Crandall, Brandon
Daulton, Brody
Franklin, Gavin
Fultz, Noah
Gomez, Angelo
Hunt, Austin
Ineson, Jack
Johnson, Aden (1 night camping)
Koon, Carson
Koverman, Charlie
Kukucka, Gage
Lyon, Dale
Mancene, Guytano
Martin, Reed (Sat. day visit only - no camping)
McCoy, Hayden
McGuire, Patrick
Murray, Hayden
Norris, Christian
Petruzzi, Reese (Acting SPL)
Pinckney, Tommy
Polkowsky, Xander
Ponce, Carlos
Rush, David
Rush, Johnathan
Sipos, Michael (Sat. day visit only - no camping)
Stalker, Colin
Talkish, Andrew
Todd, Jacob
VanDam, Arie
White, Elan
 
Adults (Credit for 2 nights camping unless noted otherwise)
Bebber, Tony
Cathcart, Chris (1 night camping)
Clamp, Neal (Sat. day only)
Daulton, Brent
Franklin, Don
Heron, Robert
Hunton, Cindy
Hunton, Mary Helen
Hunton, Richard III
Hunton, Richard Jr.
Lee, Greg (Sat. day only)
Lee, Robbie
Lee, Stan
McCoy, Bryan
Meneses, Oliver
Norris, Jack
Polkowsky, Matt
Rush, Joel
Shelton, Logan
Shelton, Mike (SM)
Todd, Bruce
Respectfully Submitted,

Richard Hunton, Jr.

ASM, T312
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