Gem Mining Campout Report 20-22 Apr 2012
Troop 312 Campout

Hiddenite, NC
20-22 April 2012
The troop met promptly at 5:30 and began loading the troop trailer.  After brief instructions by Senior Patrol Leader Josh Ranta and a prayer by Chaplain’s Aid Luke Layton, we were on the road shortly after 6:00.  Traffic was fairly light and we made it to the NC welcome center on schedule at 7:30.  Back on the road by 7:50, we made it to the Emerald Hollow Gem Mine in Hiddenite NC at exactly 9:00.
Upon arrival, we were met by the resident groundskeeper who showed us where our campsite was located.  We unloaded the trailer, moved the vehicles to a parking area up the hill, and proceeded to setup camp in the dark.  Once all of the tents were staked and the hammocks were strung we were ready for the feeding frenzy that we call Cracker Barrel.  Lights were out by 11:00 and we spent the rest of the night listening to the peaceful sounds of the nearby stream … and the not-so-peaceful sounds of the resident roosters and turkey.
Wakeup came at 7:00 and the scouts were quickly working on breakfast.  After a camp flag raising ceremony performed by our newest scouts, we were ready to report to the mine office for our first activity.  We started our morning at the sluice mine where we each sifted through a bucket of mine ore while seated at a long sluicing trough.  I think everyone found something of interest in their bucket.  Our next activity was to look for gems in the creek that ran next to our campsite.  Those that braved the cold water were rewarded with more collectibles.  Our last mining activity was a simulated surface mining setup which had more the feel of an Easter egg hunt but again the boys seemed to enjoy themselves.  Our program concluded with an interesting talk about how we use minerals in our everyday lives.  The boys all now know why toilets are made from porcelain.
After a break for lunch, the scouts were free to return to any of the mining stations that we visited that morning.  Many returned to the sluicing tables to try their luck with additional buckets of ore.  Quite a few spent the remainder of the afternoon turning over every rock in the creek looking for additional treasures.  Those that wanted to go were driven down the road to a local park where they spent a few hours playing ultimate Frisbee, touch football, and four-square.
After dinner and the evening flag lowering ceremony again performed by our new scouts, the troop enjoyed a campfire where we played moonstick, green glass door, and were awed by the fingerprint sniffing skills of Mr. Bebber.

Promptly at 10:00 the skies opened up and we were deluged with a hard rain.  The rain only lasted 15 minutes or so but most of the scouts decided to remain in their tests so lights-out came a little early.  Luckily, the rain also seemed to dampen the enthusiasm of the resident roosters so we slept a little more peacefully that the night before.
Wakeup came again at 7:00, this time under threatening skies.  The more experienced scouts packed up their things with a little more gusto than some of the younger guys who, unfortunately, had to load their things in the trailer in a light rain.  Those that packed warm clothes and raingear as instructed (and remembered to pull them out of their packs and actually wear them) stayed warm and dry.  Luckily, breakfast for most of the scouts consisted of pre-prepared breakfast pastries (Pop-Tarts) so the rain didn’t have much effect on the morning meal.
We met under a nearby shelter for our Scouts Own Service again led by Chaplain’s Aide Luke Layton and then shared Thorns and Roses.   The Scouts of the Campout as selected by the PLC were Michael Cargill and Josh Brumagin.

The caravan departed Hiddenite by 10:00 and we stopped in Rock Hill for lunch approximately an hour and a half later.  Back on the road by 12:30, we pulled in to the church parking lot a little earlier than expected around 1:15.
The following scouts are credited with two nights of camping:
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The following adults provided transportation and are also credited with two nights of camping:
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