Dreher Island State Recreation Area Campout Report
May 22-24, 2009

The group met at the church at 5:30pm on Friday.  After some organizing, we circled up and had a prayer offered by Daniel Layton.  We arrived at Primitive Campsite #5 about 7 pm. There were several groups at the other primitive sites and of course the ospreys at their usual nest site.  A small group was set up on our site, perhaps accidently, but they left early the next morning (think we “overwhelmed” them with our massive group).  Tents were raised, a campfire was begun, and cracker barrel snacks were shared. Some played games, some fished, and some just sat around to talk.  There was a great breeze that kept the bugs in check and made sitting out very comfortable.  The raccoons were rather brazen and not easily scared off.  Proctor and Matt A. caught a huge catfish but didn’t get it back to camp in time for many to see.  Most were in bed by 11pm and Mr. Croom doused the fire.
Some roused early the next morning and most were up around 7am.  Breakfasts were begun, consumed, and cleaned up.  The adults enjoyed eggs, sausage, and salsa tacos provided by Mr. McKinnon, with coffee, juice, and fruit provided others.  Two tarps were raised in anticipation of afternoon rain and plans were made for activities.  The portajon was no longer nearby so some sought the woods or a hike to a nearby picnic area, as needed.  The grubbies worked on their Totin Chip (knife, saw, and ax use/safety) with Mr. Cathcart, Mr. Clamp and Andrew Jordan, while other scouts worked on Canoeing Merit Badge with Mr. Croom and other adults.  Tyler Cook was stung on the eyelid by some unknown critter while chopping some wood.  His face swelled a little but some benedryl and a nap helped.  
The partly cloudy day progressed and patrol lunches were underway around 12:30pm.  Adults feasted on sandwich makings, macaroni salad, and potato salad provided by Mr. McGregor and some other leftovers from the cracker barrel.  After lunch the grubbies worked on first aid requirements with Andrew Jordan. Then they did a swim test and had a swim period.  The other scouts worked on canoeing – deep water rescue, in and out of the canoe, etc.  Mr. Bebber launched his kayak and tried to catch some fish on his flyrod but all were small.  A few others tried their hand at fishing too.  After the swim, Mr. Murray, Mr. Lee, and some others helped the grubbies find signs of animals to pass off another requirement.
Soon all were back in camp and working on supper.  The adults were treated to hamburgers and hot dogs by Mr. Smith with numerous fixins provided by others..  The grubbies fixed spaghetti with the help of Mr. Clamp, Mason, Timmy, and Andrew.  Mr. Croom prepared apple crisp and cherry berry pie for all in two dutch ovens – MMM!  As most were just about finished with supper, we were assaulted by a strong, but fast moving storm – wind and rain, thankfully no lightning – a reminder to all to be prepared with rain gear.  All appreciated the tarps that had been raised by the adults earlier in the day.  After cleanup, most moved around the fire and were soon treated to the famous Moonstick by Mr. Tyler Cook.  It was terrific.  When interest flagged, a few scouts began the Story that Never Ends.  Due to the swimming and canoeing, most were ready for bed by 10:30 or so, with Richard waiting up to extinguish the fire.
Sunday morning we weren’t in a rush to get home since we were close and wanted to allow parents to get to church.  So we got up slow, ate breakfast slow, and had some fun.  The adults had a variety of oatmeal, fruit, breakfast bars, and sweet treats, along with coffee and juice provided by Mr. Cannon, Mr. S. Lee, and others.  Mason, Proctor, and Matt took the grubbies on a canoe ride.  Then the canoes were loaded and tents/tarps taken down.  The boys formed a police line to pick up litter and the morning fire was put out.  Daniel Layton led the Scout’s Own Service that included a song and a series of “thorns and roses.”  A rain was approaching rapidly as we wrapped up the circle and all jumped in the cars to head home.  Congrats to Rob Lee who was named Scout of the Campout by the boy leadership.  We arrived back at church about 12:15.  After unloading and putting away gear, all went home for a shower.  Hopefully, personal gear and tents were aired out and put away properly.  Books should be checked to make sure all advancements were noted.
Attending:
Richard Hunton (acting SPL) 2 nights
Ryan Smith 2 nights
Stuart Sharpe 2 nights
Collin McKinnon 2 nights
Robby Romanek 2 nights
Daniel Layton, Chaplain Aide 2 nights
Josh Smith 2 nights
Matt Anderson 2 nights
Proctor Williams 2 nights
Carter Edenfield 2 nights
Jackson McGregor 2 nights
Andrew Nichols 2 nights
Damien Driggers 2 nights
Bryan Jehlen 2 nights
Kyle Cannon 2 nights
Bryce McKinnon 2 nights
Warren Croom 2 nights

Ryan Short 2 nights

Stefan Cosola 2 nights

Logan Shelton (Saturday only)
Sam Faust 2 nights
Austin Cathcart 2 nights
Jacob Cathcart 2 nights
Andrew Fennell 2 nights
Alex Jacques 2 nights
Rob Lee 2 nights
Kyle Martin 2 nights
Chase Murray 2 nights
Josh Ranta 2 nights
Rembert White 2 nights
Alex Wyatt 2 nights
Matthew Heron 2 nights 
Mark Richardson 2 nights
Jaylen Strong 2 nights
Mason Cannon 2 nights
Timmy Lee 2 nights
Andrew Jordan 2 nights
Mr. Bebber 2 nights
Mr. Clamp 2 nights
Mr. Croom 2 nights
Mr. McGregor 2 nights
Mr. Cathcart 2 nights
Mr. White 2 nights
Mr. Fennel 2 nights
Mr. Murray 2 nights
Mr. G. Smith 2 nights
Mr. McKinnon 2 nights
Mr. Stan Lee 2 nights
Mr. Cannon 2 nights
Mr. Ranta  2 nights
Mr. Tyler Cook 2 nights
Mr. Shelton (Saturday only)

It was a grand campout with only a few injuries or significant incidents.  Thanks to all for hard work and team work.  Those that took pictures are encouraged to add them on the www.bsaTroop312.com website.
Yours in Scouting,

Tony Bebber

