Troop 312 Campout to Croft State Natural Area
10/24-26/08

We met in a serious rain at the church at the usual time.  Three scouts had notified someone that they could not attend, making the seating more comfortable and not requiring a pick up trip on Sunday morning.  They should please remember to reimburse their patrol cook for the food purchase.  After some packing, checking tents, and loading bikes and bamboo for a special project, we circled for announcements.  Mr. Bebber reminded all of the need for rain gear and warm clothes and to respect the Park we were visiting, respect each other, and respect the other scouts that may be present on Saturday.  Christopher Blanchette offered a prayer that included a request for no rain when we had to set up our tents.  We drove to Croft State Natural Area mostly in a hard rain and lots of wind – bet it was rough on Mr. Shelton driving the trailer.  Arriving at the park, we checked in at the office and were escorted to the campsite by Ranger Rick (not the raccoon).  How about that – it wasn’t raining – as “requested” - but was a little misty, and it made the set up much easier.  We met a man and his Tiger Cub son, Edward, on their first campout, who were going to meet their pack on Saturday for a campout in the same area.  We probably disturbed their sleep but tried not to.  We had a great cracker barrel including a cookie cake, cheese and crackers, a variety of chips and cookies, and summer sausage.  About 20 minutes after setting up, it started raining again.  So we put up some pop-up shelters and soon most turned in for the night.  A little later, several had to be reminded to be quiet and go to sleep so that others could too.  It rained all night.  

Saturday morning there was a light mist but hints of a beautiful day.  Breakfasts were prepared and eaten. One patrol had an 8-pack box of pop tarts that came with only a 2-pack in it.  The box was sealed from the factory.  Thankfully there was some extra food in other patrols and the adults.  The adults had eggs, sausage, toast, and even cheese toast.  Breakfast was cleaned up we were ready for activities.  The sun popped out and soon most clouds were gone.
Only about 5 scouts brought their bikes so they took about a 2 hour trip that sounded very exciting.  Because some scouts needed to complete an orienteering course, one was established by Mr. Bebber, Mr. Shelton, Mr. Edenfield, and Mr. Zimmerman.  A few requirements were passed off with the assistance of Mr. Kennedy, Mr. Shelton, and Mr. Clamp.  Lunch for the adults included a variety of sandwich meats, mustards, cheese, apples, and chips.  
After lunch, three groups of two scouts found their way around the orienteering course using new-found skills of compass reading and counting their paces.  Edward Izette, Stefan Cosola, Josh Smith, Collin McKinnon, Carter Edenfield, and Justin Pettigrew completed the course, with the assistance of Mr. Kennedy, Mr. Edenfield, and Mr. Bebber.  A unique football type game was played with Mr. Clamp as referee and each scout taking turns as quarterback.  Some scouts went fishing in the afternoon with the assistance of Mr. Clamp, while the bikers took another trip, and others played some cards or more catch with the football.  A catapult was built by several scouts to complete an Engineering MB requirement, led by Matt, Keith, Carter, and Mr. Kennedy.  By 5:30, most were beginning the dinner meal.  The adults had grilled, dry-rub pork chops, bacon flavored green beans, chicken soup pasta shells (ala Paula Dean), cornbread muffins, and mixed fruit.
Plans were made to invite the Cub Pack over to our campfire for the evening, with each patrol doing a skit or song, some fingerprint sniffing, and a discussion of Boy Scouting being boy led (by Matt) and a discussion of some of our campouts/activities (by Andrew Jordan).  Logan was the MC of the evening and did a great job.  Josh R. led an excellent participatory Beaver song.  The program was very well done and the Cubs and parents were thoroughly entertained.  Good job scouts!!  After the Cubs left, we continued with a few jokes and impromptu skits until everyone was ready for bed.  There were no problems getting everyone to sleep this night except for the horses kicking stalls and whinnying occasionally up at the stables.  
As the sun rose, scouts and adults began rousing and someone got the fire going.  It was 41 degrees and foggy/damp again.  Mr. Bebber packed up early because he had to meet his wife for another trip.  It turned out to be another beautiful day.  After packing up, putting out the fire, and policing the area, Matt and others led the troop in the Scout’s Own Service.  Stefan was named Scout of the Campout by the boy leadership.
The travel home was extended by a wrong turn but no one was really lost, they were just enjoying extra countryside (stuff happens).  Arrival was around 1pm.  Thanks to all adults for driving and helping with advancements and other duties.  Thanks to the Scouts for their excitement and participation in the numerous activities – especially sharing the campfire with the Cub Pack.  Overall, it was a great campout with lots of planned activity and some extra events thrown in (Freddy’s team had planned well, with Mr. Rennebaum’s assistance).  Kudos to Matt Anderson for pulling it off.
The following participated and should receive 2 nights camping:
Carter Edenfield

Josh Rennebaum

Bryce McKinnon

Matt Anderson (Acting SPL)

Damien Driggers

Keith Zimmerman

Josh Smith

Edward Izette

Collin McKinnon

Christopher Blanchette

Andrew Jordan

Daniel Layton

William Layton

Logan Shelton

Justin Pettigrew
Stefan Cosola
Mr. Bebber

Mr. Clamp

Mr. Kennedy

Mr. Shelton

Mr. Zimmerman

Dr. Edenfield

Respectfully submitted,

Tony Bebber, Assistant Scoutmaster
