Troop 312 Congaree National Park Campout Report (12/14-16/07)
“Of Rice and Rain”

Yes, the old Scoutmaster joke about “it always rains when the adults cook rice” holds true!  We had a lot of rain on Saturday.  Of course, we didn’t cook regular white rice – we cooked “dirty rice” with all the spices – and got 2 ½ inches of rain, thunder, lightning and a 20 degree temperature drop.  That’s a lot to pin on one meal! But it is the least we can do to help us out of a long drought.

We circled up Friday a little late after gathering gear and were off to Congaree National Park by about 6:20 pm.  The trip down was short and uneventful.  When we arrived in the “After Hours” parking area, there was another big Scout troop from North Augusta getting ready to set up in the nearby campsites.  We had already decided to go to the hike-in Bluff campsite, about 1 mile into the park, so it worked out well that we were not crowding the other troop.

The hike in was not too bad, except Hunter (our acting Senior Patrol Leader) got off the marked trail almost as soon as we started.  It was difficult to see the trail markers, especially after we got past all the reflective ones.  It was also a little more difficult for those pulling wheeled carts since there were a number of roots and bridges to cross.  We soon arrived at the open field campsite.  All were reminded to camp in patrols. Adults camped along the treeline in preparation for the coming rain.  Soon the tents were all up and our “cracker barrel” was underway.  Hunter and Aaron organized the Scouts for a couple of games and included everyone.  We began to transition to bedtime about 10:45 and Hunter was good about getting the Scouts to settle down without adult intervention.
Saturday morning we arose slowly and several cooks had to go to the trailer (2 miles round trip) for things they left there.  Breakfasts were delayed somewhat.  Mr. Lee and Mr. Izett provided a fine adult breakfast of eggs/sausage scramble and cheese grits, canned fruit, and coffee/juice.  Very filling!  While we were waiting for clean-up to finish, the adults erected two tarps – one for the adults and one for the Scouts.  Also, Mr. Lee decided to pack up and go home since he was suffering from a serious chest cold.  But he did stay long enough to help transport Scouts for the workday.
We met up with John, the Park Ranger, finally about 10:30 am.  After grabbing a couple of vehicles, we shuttled out to one of the roads near the park to pick up litter.  We split into two groups with John and Jeremy (another Ranger) each supervising a group of us.  Matt Barnes and Mr. Izett had to leave early for various reasons but did get to help a while.  We picked up bottles, cans, plastic bags, cigarettes, paper plates, cups, and numerous other items.  Ten or fifteen bags of trash were collected in the 2-hour service project.
Next, we went to the visitor center to see the exhibits and watch the film about the park and how/why it was created.  It’s one of the last bottomland floodplain forest left in the Eastern states.  Chris Blanchette and Josh Rennebaum joined us here for the rest of the weekend and Kyle Bedenbaugh left us for another engagement.  While Mr. Bebber was getting our camping permit, everyone else took off on the shortcut back to the campsite.  But some forgot they needed something from the trailer for lunch or supper – requiring yet another walk back and forth.

Lunches were prepared and consumed sort of late in the day (2:00 or so).  One group cooked hot dogs over the fire.  Mr. McGregor and Mr. Thomas provided the adults with excellent sub sandwich material and all the fixings, including chips and pickles.  After lunch we worked on advancements with some scouts that requested it, while others played in the field and gathered firewood.

Clouds and cooler weather advanced rapidly along with short bouts of rain.  Soon there was even thunder.  Adults began cooking dinner and encouraged others to also, since it was getting dark, windy, and stormy.  One patrol decided not to eat dinner since they had lunch late and no one was hungry.  Mr. Bebber and Mr. Clamp served the infamous “dirty rice”, a fresh salad and dressing, green tea, and chocolate “fat pills” (Little Debbie cakes) to the adults.  Of course, some of the Scouts played games in the rain and got thoroughly soaked (since most did not have the recommended rain gear).  Everyone turned in early due to the weather (most by 8 pm).
Sunday morning was still rainy but not the deluge of the night before.  As everyone began getting up and packing up, the sky cleared and the sun eventually appeared.  Quick breakfasts were prepared (pop tarts for scouts and oatmeal, fruit, etc. for the adults).  The same group that didn’t eat dinner decided among themselves not to fix breakfast either.  Mr. Clamp and Mr. McGregor talked to all of them to be sure each was okay with it and to ensure that it was a unanimous decision, not just someone trying to get out of work.  Another patrol actually cooked some bacon – that smelled great.  The grounds were policed for litter and the fire was extinguished (twice).  Chaplain’s Aide Chris Blanchette led an excellent “Scouts Own Service” with the help of Aaron and others.  Part of the service included a “thorns and roses” discussion as well as naming one thing that each of us forgot to bring on the trip and one thing that we should have left home.  Finally, all was packed but it took two trips for some to get all the gear to the trailer.

________ was named Scout of the Campout.

The following participated and should be credited as follows:  

Gators:

Matt Barnes

1 night camping, 1 hour service, 2 miles hike
Chris Blanchette
1 night camping, 2 miles hike
Damien Driggers
2 nights camping, 2 hours service, 6 miles hike
Bryson Meier

2 nights camping, 2 hours service, 6 miles hike
Josh Rennebaum
1 night camping, 2 miles hike
Chameleons:

Kyle Bedenbaugh
1 night camping, 2 hours service, 4 miles hike

Stefan Cosola

2 nights camping, 2 hours service, 6 miles hike

Hunter Frady (Acting SPL)
2 nights camping, 2 hours service, 6 miles hike

Andrew Jordan
2 nights camping, 2 hours service, 6 miles hike

Robbie Romanek
2 nights camping, 2 hours service, 6 miles hike

Aaron Wickersham
2 nights camping, 2 hours service, 6 miles hike

Green Moose:

David Grinnell
2 nights camping, 2 hours service, 6 miles hike
Edward Izett

2 nights camping, 2 hours service, 6 miles hike

Jackson McGregor
2 nights camping, 2 hours service, 6 miles hike

Adam Thomas

2 nights camping, 2 hours service, 6 miles hike

Adults:

Mr. Lee

1 night camping, 2 hours service, 2 miles hike

Mr. Bebber

2 nights camping, 2 hours service, 6 miles hike

Mr. Clamp

2 nights camping, 2 hours service, 6 miles hike

Mr. Izett

1 nights camping, 1 hour service, 2 miles hike

Mr. McGregor

2 nights camping, 2 hours service, 6 miles hike

Mr. Thomas

2 nights camping, 2 hours service, 6 miles hike

Service time at Congaree NP may count toward World Conservation award or other badges.

In summary, this campout was one of those good “learning experiences” with no major injuries.  But we also had a good time playing in the field, doing a little community service, and visiting a new site.  We’ll have to go back sometime when we can spend more time in the woods and trails – maybe even a canoe/kayak trip.

Yours in Scouting,

Tony Bebber, ASM
