Campout Report – Clarks Hill – May 18-20, 2007
Wow! What a great weekend.  Couldn’t have asked for better weather, a more beautiful campsite, or more challenging and exciting training.

We met at SSSJ Friday afternoon at 5:30, everyone was on time, we loaded up the trailer, secured the canoes, got accountability of everyone, the Troop Chaplain, Daniel Layton, sent us off with a prayer, we loaded cars and the gypsy caravan pulled out of the church at 6:05.

The drive was uneventful other than having to wait for Mr. Clamp who was following the wrong trailer into downtown Lexington.  Mr. Lee did a great job overriding his GPS as we took a short cut into Plum Creek cutting off 15 additional minutes.  We arrived at Clarks Hill National Guard Facility at about 7:45.

Our camp site was right on the shore of Lake Strom Thurmond with a breathtaking view of the far shoreline.  Jesse organized the camp, tents went up and the fun began.  Following fishing, capture the flag, pinecone wars, frisbee and football, the snacks came out for the Cracker Barrel.  I think we could have fed a small army.  Crackers, cheese, sausage, assorted chips and cookies, peanuts, trail mix, were but a few of the items on the menu.  Lights out was at 11:00 but we all know the real deal and know who the Grubbies were that stayed up later than the owls.  Mr. Rusnak had a tough time sleeping at all because he failed to come “prepared”.  Seems it had been so long since he went camping that he forgot to bring a sleeping bag.  Nothing $15 at Kmart couldn’t fix the next day!

Saturday morning scouts were up before the birds as the fishermen wet their lines.  Stoves began to crank bacon, eggs and sausage stuffed in a burrito seemed to be the popular breakfast meal.  No one seemed to go hungry.  The campsite was policed up looking neat like a campsite is supposed to.

Jesse led the troop up to the base of the Rappel Tower for a safety brief and a layout of the days training by Sergeant First Class Bretz from the National Guard.  We broke down into 3 patrols with Jeese and Richard going with the Grubbies.

Each patrol went with one of the National Guard trainers.  One group started with the Rappel tower beginning with the 20 foot tower and then conquering the 60 footer.  Although you could see the knees shaking as the scouts one by one stepped over the edge of the tower and heard SFC Bretz tell them to take up a good L-shaped position and lower themselves to the ground.  I think I can safely say that there were more smiles on the ground than up on the top of the tower.  Yes it was high, and yes it was a long way down and yes each of the scouts felt great once they accomplished this particular task!

Other patrols went to the Low Ropes Course for a lesson in teambuilding, communications, problem solving and decision making.  Don’t let those tires fool you. Who said it would be easy to swing from tire to tire or walk along a cable balancing yourself and your buddies as you reach out for a tree.  Balancing on a log suspended between cables can’t be too tough unless some members of your team keep falling off.  You wouldn’t think it, but the Grubbies set the record for the best time on all but one of the events.  Good for them!  

Lunch consisted of a Meal Ready to Eat (MRE).  Grilled chicken, spaghetti, meat loaf were a few of the better meal choices especially since it included getting candy bars and cake.  On the other hand I noticed nobody chose the omelets.  Mr. Lee had one of the best “veggie” burgers with BBG sauce, that’s what he gets for being one of the last ones to select his meal.  Couldn’t have happened to a better guy!

The afternoon consisted of the High Ropes Course which included the “rings” reaching out swinging from ring to ring 40 feet above the ground.  Mr. Thomas was the camp acrobat negotiating about 16 rings.  “Don’t worry you have to have confidence in yourself and the equipment”.  The other scary obstacle was the “catwalk” which was more balancing as you walked along a log suspended 40 feet in the air.  Thank goodness that no one fell.  Lots of confidence, smiles and war stories once we arrived back at camp. Everyone loved Col. Rennebaum’s Spiderman move coming off the “catwalk”.

Scouts enjoyed a well deserved break of swimming, canoeing, fishing and relaxing before setting out on a compass cource.  John and Ryan were the top navigators by finding all 5 points in the shortest amount of time.  Mr. Clamp is still at Clarks Hill looking for his 3rd point.  

Following dinner the scouts built a bonfire and laughed at the day’s adventures.  Noticeable missing were the Grubbies who were overwhelmed by the lack of sleep and physically demanding day and freely hi the sack by 9:30 not to be hard form again until the next morning.

After a quick breakfast, breakdown of camp and a lakeside Scouts Own Church Service lead by Daniel, assisted by Christopher and Josh, the troop headed up to the obstacle course for one final physical challenge.

Sefan Cosola was named scout of the camp for conquering his fear of heights.

The following scouts received 1 hours of service for policing up the Ropes Courses and building a large camp fire ring.

Additionally they received credit for 2 night s of camping.

Jesse Richards (1 night-departed early)

Chris Blanchette

Andy Caldwell

Aaron Wickersham

Adam Thomas

Setfan Cosola
Damien Driggers

David Grinnel

Richard Huton

Edward Izett

Andrew Jordan
Timmy Lee

Daniel Leyton

Joshua Mack

Jackson McGregor

Bryson Meier

Josh Rennebaum

John Rusnack

Logan Shelton 

Matt Short

Ryan Short

Aaron Tanner

Adults

Tony Bebber

Neal Clamp

Greg Lee

Phil Rusnak
Rick Rennebaum

Mike Shelton

Wayne Short

Clark Thomas

JimWallace

Mike Cosola (1 night)

