Camp McCrady Trip Report 19-21 Nov 2010

Troop 312 Campout
Camp McCrady National Guard Facility

19-21 November 2010

On Friday 19 November, 31 scouts and 9 adult leaders of BSA Troop 312 met at Saint Simon & Saint Jude (SSSJ) at 5:30 pm. Our Senior Patrol Leader, (SPL) Richard Hunton received accountability of attendees from the patrol leaders, supervised the loading of the trailer with personal and troop gear, provided a safety briefing, presented the troop with a briefing of  what was going to occur when they arrived at Camp McCrady and discussed the importance of staying with a buddy at all times. Allen Reinhard was the Troop money man, collecting $8 from each scout to pay for breakfast meal in the dining facility and covering other food costs. Josh Ranta, the Chaplain’s Aid led the troop in prayer followed by instructions from Richard on the load plan for transporting all the boys to Camp McCrady. The scouts were well prepared and the leaders efficient in getting their patrols ready for movement.  The troop departed SSSJ at approximately 5:50, ten minutes prior to the planned 6:00 departure time. This may be the first time we actually departed for a campout early.  Usually, we are waiting on a scout, leader, piece of equipment or fail to get everyone organized in time to meet our designated departure time.  

In the meantime Mr. Rennebaum had arrived at Camp McCrady early to sign for the barracks, tables, chairs and finalize coordination for the other facilities the troop would use over the weekend.  The Troop arrived at Camp McCrady at 6:40. While the Troop unloaded the vehicles supervised by the Assistant Senior Patrol Leader (ASPL) Jackson McGregor, the SPL brought the Patrol Leaders into the barracks to break down patrol sleep areas. Mr. Rennebaum gave them a tour of the barracks and showed the leaders what the barracks needed to look like on Sunday when the Troop departed. There were a total of 25 bunk beds complete with mattresses and pillows.  The latrines were first class complete with showers, washers and dryers.  Patrols got settled into the barracks while Mr. McGregor got busy setting up for movie night and the cracker barrel.  

Under a full moon and 55 degree temperatures, the SPL led the Troop to the lighted athletic fields for a game of Frisbee and football.  Enroute the boys stopped at the pull up bars where many of the scouts demonstrated their upper body strength while the remaining boys confirmed why exercising is so very important as they struggled to get their chin over the bar. The scouts played hard for a good hour and then hiked back to the barracks. Richard held a meeting with his leaders to discuss actions for the next day.  Once the plan was firmed up and all patrols briefed, the scouts broke out their Cracker Barrel goodies and settled down for snacks and an exciting viewing of Ironman on the big screen.  Ironman ended at about 11:30 and scouts were out cold by midnight.  Goodnight John-boy.  

The boys were up and in full Class A uniform ready to head for the dining facility by 7:30.  They were on their best behavior as we walked through the National Guard hall of honor where they were able to read about General Dozier, winner of the Medal of Honor. Breakfast was a special event; eggs, sausage, bacon, grits, oatmeal, hash browns, waffles, fruit, toast, milk, juice…really don’t think anyone walked away hungry. All went well except for a piece of bread getting lodged in the toaster causing one of the cooks to come to the rescue.  Will probably read about it in the next issue of Boys Life- “Cooks in Action”.

As the scouts got ready to begin the days training, the adults with the assistance from a small group of older boys began setting up the Leadership Reaction Course (LRC) consisting of 5 different lanes that all 4 patrols would rotate through.  The LRC is a series of scenarios which challenges the patrols as they try to successfully negotiate each task.  There is a different leader at each lane and the patrols learned problem solving, decision making, communications, team building and flexibility. There are always winners and losers and as the patrols began to come together as a team and gain confidence we started seeing more winners than losers.  Was a great leadership experiences for all and I’m sure both young and old learned a lot about problem solving. Please ask your scout to explain each station.  Use the photos on the web site to assist in understanding the set up.   

Following the LRC the scouts enjoyed a bottle of water and Meal Ready to Eat (MRE).  Richard and Allen provided classes to the Troop on how to use the heater to warm up the delicious 4000 calorie meal. Lunch on Saturday reminded me of a white elephant Christmas exchange as the scouts began trading different packets of their MRE.  Was interesting to hear the comments about the best part of the meal like “was cool to have little Kool-Aid packets to mix in your water”, “the heater really does crank when you add a little water and watch the chemical reaction take place”,  “these meals are really good”, and my favorite comment from our newest adult leader who just turned 18, Stewart Sharpe exclaimed “hey the most important item in the MRE is the toilet paper, never can tell when you’ll have a calling!”  Thanks LTC Reinhard for providing the MREs!  It was a great experience.  

After a great lunch, the Troop moved over to the Engagement Skill Trainer (EST) facility which was a short 5 minute hike from where we ate lunch.  The Troop formed up in their 4 patrols.  Two patrols went into the EST, one patrol went to LTC Jacques’ station to learn basic map and compass skills and the fourth patrol reported to the ambulance for medical training.  

I think most of the scouts as well as the adults thought the EST was one of the highlights.  The EST is a simulated marksmanship range used to teach soldiers how to shoot.  Using real M16s and M4 rifles with a pneumatic operating system allowed our scouts to actually feel like they were shooting real weapons.  Staff Sergeant Porter was our instructor and provided a briefing to the scouts explaining how he only had a few hours to make them marksman where usually he has a soldier for 2 weeks of training.  Our guys went into the simulation facility and were given a quick overview and then zeroed their weapon followed by a qualification table shooting at targets at different ranges from 25 to 300 meters.  Needless to say I could count on 1 hand how many scouts or adults from the troop met even the minimum standards.  Goes to show that we are pretty good marksmen but we still have a lot to learn.  Next SSG Porter ran several real life videos of our soldiers in Iraq dealing with the civilian populace.  The drill was to show how difficult it is to identify the difference between friendly civilians and enemy combatives.  Each patrol then finished up shooting turkeys.  At times it looked like we were being attacked by rabid gobblers. No one would have gone hungry during Thanksgiving if we could have brought home all the turkeys we shot.  

Another highlight was the medical training we received from a certified medic that volunteered to provide some realistic training.  He started his presentation by saying “ok guys step into my office” and pointed to his ambulance.  From there he answered questions about his equipment and next thing you know it he had a scout from each patrol on a gurney hooked up with electronic wires as he explained how the heart worked.  From there he took everyone outside and directed them to several CPR dummies explaining how to properly conduct compressions. After some practice he wrapped up the training with demonstrating how to splint a broken bone and wrapping up the training by showing the patrols how to stop the bleeding.  It was the best, most realistic medical training I have ever seen in scouts.  

LTC Jaques trained patrols as they rotated through his map reading station.  Additionally, the scouts were amazed as they were taught how to set up a field expedient compass using the sun and a shadow to determine direction.  Thanks for the training LTC Jaques.

Once all the patrols completed their training Richard presented the military volunteers a certificate of appreciation for all their efforts.  This was truly done in first class fashion and the adults were very proud of our scouts as the boys then passed by and shook each soldier’s hands.  That’s the way you show your appreciation!  

Our scoutmaster, Mr. Lee had dinner duty cooking his famous Brunswick Stew for the troop.  Really hit the spot after a tough day of training.  As Mr. Lee did the cooking, we had some guests come and talk to the troop about Youth Challenge, a program for troubled youth between the ages of 16 and 18.  Very interesting to hear about the 4 month program that assists these young men turn their lives around. I think our boys realized what a good life they currently have.  

The rest of the evening was highlighted by an exciting game of capture the flag and another movie.  Everyone hit the sack early as fatigue got the best of us.  

Sunday morning everyone was up and ready to go.  After breakfast provided by Mr. Rob Lee the boys began to clear the barracks.  Staying in a warm barracks and having running water and hot showers is great until it’s time to clean up.  Lots of sweeping, mopping and cleaning but the scouts worked well together and during the inspection the Sergeant said the barracks were to a higher standard than what she would expect from an active duty military unit.  Good job guys!  

A Scouts Own church service was conducted by Chaplain's Aid Josh Ranta and Stuart Sharpe followed by Thorns and Roses.  Not many Thorns this trip.   Congratulations to Josh Ranta and Matt Heron who were named Scouts of the Campout!  

After a final headcount by the SPL we departed Camp McCrady heading home arriving back at SSSJ at approximately 11:45.  

The following scouts and leaders attended: 

Scouts 

Damien Driggers
Allan Reinhard
Sam Foust

Ryan Smith

Austin Cathcart
Jackson McGregor

Carter Edenfield
Colin Fletcher

Rob Lee

Matthew Heron
Jacob Cathcart

Bryce McKinnon

Josh Ranta

Chris Sawyer

Collin McKinnon

Dakota Avera

Douglas Wu

Chase Murray

Jakob Lopiccolo
William Rawson
Owen Emmerson

Bobby Kuensli
Andrew Fennell
Edward Izett

Jackson Jordan
Matthew Sheldon
Richard Hunton

Jordan Creeks

Jeremy Brinkman
Timmy Lee

Alex Jaques

Adults 

Mr. Rennebaum
Mr. Greg Lee

Mr. Cathcart

Mr. Fletcher

Mr. Stan Lee

Mr. McGregor

Mr. Wu

Stuart Sharp

Mr. Sawyer

Mr. Emerson

Mr. Jaques (Sat)

Respectfully submitted,

Rick Rennebaum

Assistant Scoutmaster

Troop 312

