Campout Report

Burrells Ford State Forest
October 16-17, 2010
We met at the church Saturday at 7:30am, gathered needed supplies, and loaded vehicles.  Since it was a backpack campout, we did not use the Scout Trailer.  After circling up and a quick prayer by Josh, we jumped in vehicles to leave.  Mr. Wu had a car problem so we left it in the parking lot and piled him and his riders into the other vacant seats.  We left by 8:15 and traveled a scenic route through Travelers Rest, Pumpkintown, Foothills Scenic Highway, the edge of the Jim Timmerman Wildlife Area, and across to Burrells Ford.

 

On arrival, the parking lot was full of people and vehicles, making it difficult to find a space, but our 6 vehicles finally found spaces.  We were concerned the good campsites may be full, but soon found the two groups were heading upstream while we were heading downstream.  Surprisingly, the old road we have always used was open but the designated campground was closed as reported. So our hike was shorter and easier than expected and we used one of the campsites we had used on previous trips.

 

After setting up and having lunch (adults each brought their own), most went to the river to explore, see the scenery, skip rocks, and Sam even “walked to Georgia.”  A few played Frisbee on one of the renovated campsites.

 

About 2:30pm, we decided to take a short hike to Kings Creek Falls.  Richard counted heads and two were missing.  Two small groups were dispatched to search up and downstream to find them. They were told to walk 15 minutes or until the two were found, and then return.  They were not found but at least they were a buddy pair and not alone. We were still concerned and hoped they would return soon.  Mr. Lee stayed in the campsite to wait (and maybe nap) while the rest of the group went to the waterfall.  It was a short hike but worth the trip – very scenic.

 

Back at the campsite, the two missing scouts were thankfully back, and had just been exploring the river. Our searchers had evidently not searched very hard.  Soon dinners were underway.  The adults/SPL were treated to Mr. Lee’s famous chili and grated cheese, along with salad, dressing, crackers, and dessert provided by others.  Leftovers were gobbled up by several scouts.  The Chattooga River gorge loses sunlight rapidly and after dinner a warm fire was built. Colin McKinnon did a great job finding firewood and keeping the fire tended, with some assistance from Mr. Wu.  As the evening cooled rapidly, all enjoyed the blaze immensely. Mr. McGregor supplied a radio so we could listen to the USC/Kentucky game, but most were disappointed in the outcome.  Soon campers were trickling away to their tents and all were in bed about 11 pm. The last few insured that the fire was safely down to nothing. 

 

It was a cold night (in the 30’s we think) and was difficult for some to get up in the morning. Of course, the sun didn’t warm tents till about 9am due to the shape of the valley.  So we got a slow start, slowed further by the rekindled fire that kept some from packing up in a timely manner.  A few complained that they didn’t get breakfast, but we were not sure if it was because they left their pop tarts laying out in the open or just got up too late to eat. The adults/SPL had warm oatmeal provided by Mr. Fletcher, apples and bananas provided by Mr. McGregor, and cowboy coffee provided by Mr. Lee. 

 

The Scouts soon had all tents packed and the site policed for litter. Bryce retrieved some river water to douse our fire and also put out a fire that other campers had left going at their site (thanks Bryce!).  We hiked out after 10:30am, dropped our packs at the vehicles, and walked to Burrells Ford bridge (straddling the State line) for the Scouts Own Service.  Josh prepared and led a good service, though our singing could use some practice.  Everyone contributed their “thorns and roses” and overall had a positive camping experience.  The clear, cool weather and hike to the waterfall were mentioned often at the top of the roses list. We took a few photos with the river in the background and headed to the cars.

 

We left the parking lot around 11:30am (way past the planned time), stopped in Clemson for fast food, and made it home around 3:45pm.  Jaylen Williams was named Scout of the Campout by the Scout leadership team – Congrats to him!!

 

The following participated and get credit for 2.5 miles hiking (except Colin McKinnon, Colin Fletcher, and Mr. Lee who get 1.5 miles hiking) and 1 night camping:

Richard Hunton (SPL) 
Jaylen Williams

Jordan Crooks 
Robby Kuenzli 
Jakob Lopiccolo 
Douglas Wu 
Jackson Jordan 
Sam Faust 
Alex Wyatt 
Kyle Cannon 
Austin Cathcart 
Caleb Barnes 
Jackson McGregor 
Colin McKinnon 
Bryce McKinnon 
Jacob Cathcart 
Christopher Sawyer 
Josh Ranta 
Carter Edenfield 
Timmy Lee 
Colin Fletcher 
Matt Short 
Mr. Greg Lee 
Mr. Tony Bebber 
Mr. John Fletcher 
Mr. Ken McGregor 
Mr. Eric Jordan 
Mr. Christopher Sawyer 
Mr. Ren Wu 
Yours in Scouting, 
Tony Bebber, ASM

